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As a landscape, the area surrounding the site is typical of the region.  The hedgerows; mature trees; woodland blocks and undulating topography provide the capacity for this
landscape to absorb considered change. Apart from views from the R156 road bisecting the proposed site most views to the site will be from the South East. The landscape
elements of hedgerow and trees and woodland blocks should where possible be protected and reinforced with further and screen planting introduced. Earth mounding along the
R156 corridor and to the visible edges of the site could serve to lessen further the potential impact of any proposed developments,

LANDSCAPE CAPACITY:
The site's Zone of Visual Influence (ZVI) is relatively compact with a low density of visual receptors within. These are mostly private residential properties and a school. There are no
monuments or major tourist attractions in the area of the site. The scale and texture of the landscape is relatively large and so the locality has the capacity to absorb change
without and lasting or major impact to its underlying character.

INITIAL LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURAL RESPONSE:

walls - white harl/pebbledash/white render/ some older stone buildings. roof - slate or buff tiles
shallow roof pitch on bungalows and two storey dwellings
low density individual dwellings with cluster development at Rathmoylan
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VISUAL ASSESSMENT CRITERIA:

The landscape character in the immediate vicinity the site is typical of this area; situated on one of the South facing slopes of raised ground with a mature woodland copse to the
West and a tributary stream forming the site's Southern boundary. The R156 road passing East to West through the site is fringed with mature native hedgerow. Road hedgerows in
the locality are often trimmed to eyelevel.

KEY CHARACTERISTICS:

The site sits on an area of raised ground between two tributaries of the Boyne River system and on the Western edge of the Rathmoylan Lowland area. The landuse of the area is
mixed arable and pasture divided into medium to large fields edged in mature hedgerows and interspersed with streams and rivers. The area is interspersed with blocks of mature
woodland and estate avenue and parkland. The village of Rathmoylan is approximately 2km to the East of the site and the town of Trim approximately 7km to the North.
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